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nineteenth century was started by Raja Ram Mohun Roy and came
to be known as the Brahmo Samaj. His work was continued by
Debendranatb Tagore and Keshub Ghundcr Sen, by the former on
the lines of pure Hinduism and by the latter on Christian linos. In
Bombay the Prarthana Samaj was founded to carry on the same
work. The Arya Samaj was founded in 1875 in Bombay and in 1877
in Lahore by Swami Dayanand Saraswati on ancient Vedic prin-
ciples. Its cry was "Back to the Vedas". It, exercised a great influence
upon his well-organized and self-sacrificing followers. The Theosoph-
ical Society under Mrs. Annie Bcsant rendered valuable service to
the revival. The most picturesque figure was Swami Vivckananda,
the disciple of Ramakrishna Paramahansa. From Capo Gomorin to
Almora, he exhorted the youth of India to arise and conquer the
world with their spirituality. In 1885 the Anjuman-c-Himayat-ul-
Islam was founded in Lahore to arouse new interest in the Muslim
religion, to combat Christian missions, and to open Urdu schools.
The use of religious fervour for political organization was first
made in Maharashtra. The Ganapati festival was inaugurated by
Tilak in 1894. Volunteers were trained in the art of fencing with
sticks. The students joined in hundreds. Lectures., processions and
singing of patriotic songs were the main features of the festival. In
1895 Tilak also inaugurated the Shivaji festival and it became a
platform for preaching nationalism. Tagore and Aurobindo supported
the movement for honouring the memory of Shivaji in Bengal- In 1904
Tagore wrote the poem "Shivaji Utsab" and read it at the Calcutta
Town Hall. Similar to the Ganapati festival there was the Kali festival
in Bengal. The British Government strongly suspected the motive
behind such celebrations and used all means to suppress them.
The political unrest had received a great incentive from the costly
durbar held at Delhi in 1877. The princes and nobles flocked to it
from far-flung parts of the country in great pomp* It occurred to
Indian leaders who witnessed the celebrations that "if the princes
and the nobles in the land could afford to form a pageant for the
glorification of an autocratic Viceroy, why could not the people be
gathered together to invite themselves to restrain by constitutional
means and methods the spirit of autocratic rule?"
In Calcutta the Indian Association held a National Conference
in 1883, which was attended by the intelligentsia of Bengal, It was
at this conference that Surendranath Banerjea, referring to the Delhi